Southwest Michigan Research and Extension Center

Request for Research Proposals

Fiscal Year 2019
Michigan State University AgBioResearch announces a request for proposals (RFP) to conduct research and outreach programs at the Southwest Michigan Research and Extension Center (SWMREC) to enhance the profitability of agriculture, with emphasis on horticulture in southwest Michigan.  

Research project proposals that address, but not limited to, the following industry-identified priorities are encouraged:

· Reduce the cost of production while increasing the economic and environmental sustainability of Southwest Michigan agriculture.

· Increase the effectiveness of fruit and vegetable insect, weed and disease management systems.

· Increase the effectiveness of management systems for the nursery and landscape industry.

· Increase the development of superior plant cultivars for the peach and blueberry industries.

· Improve the effectiveness of vegetable, and nursery stock management systems.

· Improve the effectiveness of agricultural management systems to maintain the economic and environmental sustainability of agricultural watersheds.

· Facilitate the commercialization of new crops.

Approximately $120,000 will be available for new and continuing projects.

REQUESTtc "REQUEST"
All proposals should address critical needs in fruit, vegetable, ornamental plant, and field crop production, or the environmental quality of agricultural landscapes in southwest Michigan.  Proposals that leverage other funds through funding partnerships or generate preliminary data to position the investigators for larger grants will be given priority.

All proposals should clearly state how the planned research will benefit the agriculture in SW Michigan and how the information will be disseminated to SWMREC clientele.  Multidisciplinary projects are encouraged.  Multiple investigator proposals should clearly outline the role of each team member.  Participation by farmers, private sector consultants, agricultural professionals, MSUE educators, and AgBioResearch researchers as active team members is encouraged.  Requests with funding needs beyond the initial year will be contingent on satisfactory progress and the availability of funds.  For this funding cycle, proposals are due February 1, 2019.  Proposals must follow the prescribed format and include the attached cover and budget sheets. 

SWMREC PUBLIC ACCESS POLICY:

Research or Extension teams must clearly communicate in their proposal if public viewing of plots is to be restricted.  In addition, circumstances restricting public access and sharing of data must be included in the proposal. Visitors may not harvest any portions of plants grown at SWMREC. Project leaders will provide the station manager the names of off station personnel authorized to work in the plot.  
SWMREC STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDINGtc "SWMREC STATEMENT OF AWARD UNDERSTANDING"
Regardless of the source of funding, team leaders of projects at SWMREC are expected to work with the farm manager to coordinate land use, plot design, needed pre-plant soil modification, cultural practices, chemical application, material, labor and other needs. 
The team leader must provide a progress report by December 15, 2019.  This December 15 report will serve as a final report for single year projects and multiyear projects terminating at the end of this funding cycle. Progress and final reports will contain summary tables and/or figures of such data to support the project objectives.  If circumstances restrict the public sharing of data, the restrictions must be clearly communicated in the project proposal.  The progress/final reports will be used as part of SWMREC annual reporting and for educational purposes.

PROJECT TYPEStc "PROJECT TYPES"
Continuation Proposals: Research projects that received funding in 2018 and approval as a multiyear project will be considered for FY-2019 funding.  Proposals must clearly communicate accomplishments by the attachment of a one-page summary of 2018 results. 

FY-2019 Applied Research Proposals: New research proposed to begin in the current fiscal year will be considered.  The research should be of an applied nature and be consistent with the mission of SWMREC.  Project field activities may be conducted at either SWMREC or in southwest Michigan producer fields.  Proposals will adhere to the specified format and include the required budget attachments.

TIMELINEtc "TIMELINE"
	Activity
	Target Date

	Request for proposal:
	December 14, 2018

	Proposals due:
	February 1, 2019

	Notification of awards:
	March 1, 2019

	Start dates:
	March 1, 2019

	Research /Progress reports due:
	December 15, 2019

	Project Termination:
	December 1, 2019


If you need additional information, please contact Bill Shane at SWMREC (E-mail: shane@msu.edu, office: 269 944-1477 ext. 205, cell: 269-208-1652). 

NEW PROPOSAL GUIDELINES

tc "NEW PROPOSAL GUIDELINES"
To encourage a broad range of proposals and to optimize the effort spent preparing proposals, these guidelines must be followed.  Proposals should be formatted in 12-point font, with 1" margins and be a maximum of four pages, excluding the budget.

· COVER PAGE (attached) - Complete and have signed by the team leader and lead unit administrator.

· PROJECT OBJECTIVES AND/OR HYPOTHESES

· PROJECT METHODS AND PROCEDURES - Clearly identify the role of all team members and expectations of SWMREC support staff. 
· SWMREC LAND REQUEST - Indicate the land required for this project.  Specify sites at SWMREC by section and acres from the attached SWMREC site map.  Consult with the SWMREC farm manager Dave Francis for help to select a site.  Specify if unique soil, landscape, or utility infrastructure is required for the project.

· QUANTITATIVE IMPACT OF PROPOSAL - Explain how impacts will be evaluated, along with expected impacts on southwest Michigan agriculture.

· TIMELINE - Multiyear proposals should include plans for each year of the proposed project. 

· BUDGET - Attach a completed “Project Budget Summary Table” and a “Budget Worksheet.” 

CONTINUATION PROPOSAL GUIDELINES – four-page maximum, excluding budget

· COVER PAGE (attached) - Complete and have signed by the team leader and lead unit administrator.

· PROJECT OBJECTIVES AND/OR HYPOTHESES

· PROGRESS REPORT - Insert your one-page progress summary report.

· PROJECT METHODS AND PROCEDURES - Clearly identify the role of all team members and expectations of SWMREC support staff.

· IMPACTS - Document how your project has enhanced the economic and environmental conditions of southwest Michigan agriculture.

· TIMELINE - Include plans for the remaining years of the project.

· BUDGET - Attach a completed “Project Budget Summary Table” and a “Budget Worksheet.” Multiyear proposals must identify the amount of SWMREC funds awarded in prior years of the project and the amount you expect to request in subsequent years.

· FUNDING LEVERAGE – Identify all new and continuing funding sources and amounts associated with this project.
SUBMIT PROPOSALStc "SUBMIT PROPOSALS"
Submit the signed proposal as an electronic Word or pdf file by email to the address below no later than 5:00 p.m., Friday, February 1, 2019.   A Proposal Development (PD) document submitted through the KC system is not necessary with this RFP. All proposals received will be acknowledged via E-mail to the team leader.

SWMREC Proposals



Attn: Jackie Lindsey


 JLindsey@msu.edu


AgBioResearch


Michigan State University

109 Agriculture Hall

East Lansing, MI 48824-1039

Southwest Michigan Research and Extension Center

2019
PROPOSAL REVIEWtc "PROPOSAL REVIEW"
SWMREC Project # _____________


(Assigned by SWMREC)

Project Type (project leader check one)

_____ Project continuation 

_____ New research proposal
The SWMREC Advisory Committee will review proposals and make funding recommendations to the Director of AgBioResearch.  Awards will be announced in early March.

SWMREC FY-2019 Proposal Cover Sheet

(Cover sheet must not exceed one page) 

Proposal Title: 

Project Team Leader (must be a MSU employee) *:

Name: 

E-mail: 

Mailing Address: 

Umbrella Project #____________ (AgBioResearch Appointments Only)

* All correspondence will be E-mailed or mailed to team leader
Project Team Members:

Synopsis of Proposal:

Potential Impact on Michigan Plant Agriculture/Industry:

Signatures:

____________________________ ________  _____________________________ __________

Project Team Leader

     Date
   Lead Unit Administrator

  Date

FY-2019tc "FY-2001 " \l 2
PROJECT BUDGET SUMMARY TABLE tc "PROJECT BUDGET SUMMARY TABLE " \l 3
	EXPENDITURE

CLASSES
	CONTRIBUTIONS

IN KIND
	SWMREC

GRANT FUNDS

REQUESTED
	OTHER 

SOURCES3
	EXPENDITURE

CLASS

TOTALS

	PERSONNEL (Not supplied by SWMREC)
	
	
	
	

	PERSONNEL1 (Supplied by SWMREC)
	
	
	2
	

	TRAVEL
	
	5
	
	

	MATERIALS & SUPPLIES (Not supplied by SWMREC)
	
	
	
	

	MATERIALS & SUPPLIES (Supplied by SWMREC)
	
	
	2
	

	CAPITAL

EXPENDITURES4
(Item Description)


	
	
	
	

	
	4
	
	
	

	
	4
	
	
	

	
	4
	
	
	

	
	4
	
	
	

	OTHER

(Specify)
	
	
	
	

	TOTALS
	
	
	
	


  Use shaded boxes above to determine amounts below:

	Grant $ to SWMREC*
	
	$
	
	

	Grant $ to Team Leader**
	
	$
	
	


  *Total SWMREC Grant minus SWMREC Personnel Costs minus SWMREC Supply Costs

 ** Total SWMREC grant minus grant dollars to SWMREC
1 Use the budget worksheet to determine these totals

2 It is expected that funds from other sources will be transferred to SWMREC to cover these costs

3 Indicate non-SWMREC sources of funds available for this project. Investigators are responsible for cost overruns. 

4 Provide detailed justification for each item over $500 on a separate sheet of paper

5 Travel on SWMREC funds is limited to in-state travel associated with the project

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Budget Breakdown Summary
List the general SWMREC labor needs and the estimated cost. For help with this, contact Dave Francis, the SWMREC Farm Manager 269-944-1477 ext 220.  
	Personnel / Labor Task Description1
	Hours
	Cost

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total2
	
	


1 Use $11.54/hr. for unskilled hand-labor and $32.37/hr. for skilled hand-labor and labor for farm equipment operation

2 Transfer these totals to Budget Summary

List the general material needs (agrichemicals, fertilizer, etc.) to be provided by SWMREC. For help with this, contact Dave Francis, the SWMREC Farm Manager 269-944-1477 ext. 220.  

	Material descriptions
	Cost

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Total2
	


2Transfer this total to Budget Summary
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